SOME ADDED THOUGHTS ON UENMArt COLORED SAN1TORIUM 
•* I, Winfield K. Davis started work at Denmar Sanitorium in 1929, under 
the administration of Dr B. Crichlow. My position was in building maintenance. 

At the end of several months 1 was transferred to work with the electrical 
company contracted to change the Denmar electrical system from direct 
current to alternating current. When this was accomplished, 1 returned to 
Denmar Hospital maintenance, upgraded to Maintenance Supervisor, responsible 
for the building repairs and alterations, the distribution of the maintenance 
budget, the hiring of maintenance personnel and the overall direction of the 
operations and maintenance of the entire hospital complex. 

The write up of July 28, 1983 was very good, a few errors are evident. 

I would grade the article at least a C+. 

I arrived at Denmar in 1929» ten years after the institution was opened 
and worked through August 1957. The Superintendent was Dr. B. A. Crichlow, 
his assistant was Dr. Hayden, both from Charleston. The theory of treatment 
then was rest, food and fresh air. 

The lumber company's boarding house had been converted into a 2j story 
main hospital building. The ground floor housed the kitchen, patient dining 
room and two office rooms. The seriously ill patients occupied the second 
and half story attic floors. Added to this building on the south side were 
sleeping quarters for patients. There was an axcavation made under the 
building to accommodate a large cast iron sectional boiler and brick chimney. 

The row of five room cottages was converted into patient quarters by 
connecting two with sleeping porches between. The cottages were used for 
lounging and dressing purposes. All patients slept on the porches with 
large windows that most of the time remained open. The patients were covered 
with heavy woolen blankets for warmth. In this row were two female cottages 
and two, matron supervised cottages for children. 

Up Trom tho cottage row was a small building used by the lumber company 
a» a church. Later use was as a school. The main road into and through the 



/•rounds to the railroad was lined on both sides with company housing. The 
first house at the end facing the railroad was Assistant Superintendent 
residence. On the north side of this home was a cottage used as a nurses 
home. Other cottages were converted into quarters for male patients with 
the accommodating sleeping areas added. The farm supervisor had a cottage. 

1 used the first cottage at the entrance gate as my residence. 

The third row of cottages, one was used by Clarence Smith, undertaker, 
who had the contract for embalming the deceased of the institution. Two 
buildings were used for general storage and two as Huttonsville trustee 
inmate quarters. The first dairy facility set back in a field toward Beard 
on the second level. 

Directly across the road from the assistant superintendent’s home was a 
mule bam. In those days mules were used for farming. One huge team was 
purchased from the contractors who were grading the road bed for U S 219 
through our county. 

The configuration of the land of Denmar consists of three levels. The 
first level is the site of the present hospital, second level was the site of 
the original hospital, the third level was the site of a storage building, 
railroad depot, post office and the fertile fields across the railroad tracks. 
The old ice house mentioned in the previous article remained in use until 1931* 

The first mechanical refrigeration was installed through Harry Cochran, 
wfio wan in charge of the Monongalia Power Company. It was a walk-in type, 

35° cooler system. 

The portion left of the old mill building was used to store hay and straw 
for the dairy area and hog pen bedding. Later the mules were replaced by 
fera-All tractors with steel wheels and cleats for traction. 

The »tat« purchased a pedigree Holstein bull to service the dairy herd. 
a rood blood lino of cattle assured the maintenance of Class A stock and 
reliable dairy products. The dairy line began to enlarge necessitating the 
forty foot extension to the dairy building. It consisted of extra milking 





,1*11*. two large bull stanchions and a huge silo. The next addition to the - 

dairy was a pasteurizing and bottling plant. With an upright higher pressure 
boiler to power the pasteurizing, homogenizing and bottle washing equipment 
I believe it is correct to say this was the first pasteurization plant in 
Pocahontas County. Zed Smith operated a large dairy and delivered milk to 
the City of Marlinton and the surrounding area at the time the equipment was 
installed at Denmar. His milk, 1 believe, was unpasteurized. Along with the 
pasteurizing equipment was installed a large walk-in cooler to maintain the 
milk after processing. Also in the area was installed the first deep freeze 
for storing meat and perishable items. The third major addition to the dairy 
complex, of my design was a large lofting and roughage feeding stall area, 
utilized after milkings. 

In the late 1930's during the PWA and WPA Administration we went to 
battle for a new sanitarium building. The main people a Denmar to help 
accomplish this feat were Dr. S. Bampfield, Superintendent, Mr R. J. Roane, 
Financial Secretary and W. K. Davis O&M Engineer, along with J. Burdette and 
Col. White of the State Board of Control. After going through the legislative 
process, it was finally decided to match the Federal Government grant with 
State funds to construct the first unit. The building designed to be of three 
sections, a 300 bed capacity hospital. The first section housed 100 patients 
with the center portion of the fourth floor used as nurses quarters and extende 
from each side of this center section were patient sundecks. The basement 
level housed the kitchen and personnel dining room, a small room with a 
distillery for processing sterile water and a large hall which was the rear 
entrance to the building. This entrance was the most used as the building 
faced the Greenbrier River and the access road passed to the rear of the 
building. There was a large room intended to be used as a laundry which was 
split into three sections. One section was used as a commissary for sundry 
items sold to the patients. This was operated in partnership between Eva 
'•f»Uh, House Preceptress and WK Davis. This store gave of profits to 
a fund for needy patients ennbllnr them to purchase necessary items not 





'fovided by the hospital. We operated the store for many years until fcrs. 'omit; 
lc ft th facility and I continued the operation until 1957. The second room 
housed the main electrical panels and some storage. The rest of the area 
(largest part) was used by patients and staff for religious services and social 
functions. There were two bedrooms at each end of the floor used by maids. 

The sub-basement housed the central po«er plant. Equipped »ith two low 
pressure boilers of 15 lb pressure rating. At a later date a rumance »as 
installed in the area with a shaft extending to th. third floor with openings 
„„ each floor utilised to rid the floors of burnable, disposible refuse. The 
sub-basement was equipped with a grated air vent which was not satisfactory, 
it did not eliminate the haasardest conditions to the furnace firemen. This 
prating was replaced with a thirty inch diameter steel tubular unit running 
the full height of the building for a good draft to get rid of the gases 
created by the coal fired boiler. A unit was also installed to attempt to 
reduce the spread of fly ash over the buildings and grounds. After this unit 
was installed we found it interferred with the efficiency of the boilers The 
baffles in the unit were removed so the flu would continue its natural draft. 

Later boilers were equipped with stohers including the feeding worm 

extending from the coal bin to the furnace. 

The next major improvement in buildings was the addition of nurses 

• „ -idins The co-designer was Mary Truss Davis. 
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A road was built of crushed rock running off the 


main road between the 


superintendent and finance secretary's quarters. 

A mule bam was also built from salvage materials. There was a hog lot 
built beside the mule bam and a small cutting and curing building for 
processing meat. 

Across from these buildings was built a four room with bath residence 
for the farm supervisor. Heat and hot water were generated from a basement 
furnace. Beyond these facilities was the cemetary on the State land adjacent 
to Beard land. 

The laundry for years was contracted out to laundries in Ronceverte and 
Elkins. The next building phase done, with prison labor, was a fully equipped 
laundry especially for laundering the hospital items. The installed equipment 
included the latest American Laundry Machine products, consisting of two tubs, 
a medium sized extractor, a two person flat work ironer and four steam 
operated presses. All powered by a 20 horsepower upright high pressure steam 
boiler. This building had an attic and an end storage room. Later a twenty 
foot extension was added equipped with Hoffman Laundry and Dry Cleaning 
products, purchased from the U S Surplus store at Dunbar. 

The personnel quarters were moved farther down in order to utilize the 
area for a one story building to house male personnel. This building was U 
shaped with the right wing converted into two apartments for doctors and the 
dietltion. The balance of the building was used by personnel. A small 
mechanical room was under the left wing into which, extended from the main 
tuilding, were heat ducts. Beside the male building, also constructed out of 
salvared lumber, was erected a recreation building. 

Another major accomplishment was the building of a new water system, 
eliminating deep wells, to use modem filtering and treatment plant instead, 






Lt * he water SUpply pumped frora th ® Greenbrier River. PH teste were made 
/ly at the main hospital building to assure purity and safety. A six inch 
caS t iron pipe with mechanical joints was laid from the treatment plant to a 
150.000 gallon steel water storage tank that was placed high enough to assure 
adequate gravity pressure to the hospital complex and high pressure fire 
hydrants. Next was constructed West Virginia"s first sewage lagoon to have 
the most modem sewage treatment system. 

A vehicle, garage and mechanical shop was built next to thelaundry facility 

All of the complex roadbeds including the circular driveway in the rear 
of the Inain.'.building, the large parking areas and parking areas for various 
other buildings were constructed of crushed rocks from the Greenbrier River 
utilizing prison trustee labor. 

In the early 1950*s the second 100 bed, three story high wing of the 
hospital building was erected, including a half basement. The basement 
housed a record storage room, building mechanical shop, two diesel engine 
powered emergency electrical generators, an autopsy room, a two body 
refrigerated vault and some general short time storage, in open spaces. A few 
months after the completion of this wing I supervised the excavating under 
the remainder of the building. This done with hand labor in such a manner 
the structural soundness of the building was not weakened. This portion of 
the basement was used for staple food storage and included a large freezer 
for perishable food storage. 

We also revamped the medical operating facility replacing the old X-ray 
machine with the latest X-ray equipment. The old X-ray machine was 
dismantled and reworked into a fluoroscope. Replaced the low pressure 
autoclave with a modem high pressure five minute sterilizing unit. 

All things did not emerge without some setbacks. This is a case in point 
When the planning and designing of the second wing was in progress, I as the 
><unpltal complex operations and maintenance supervisor requested a high 
pressure boiler bo installed for this wing. The boiler was not installed 
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It may seem this article rambles and returns, not really, the 
accomplishments listed are chronological, having been completed in the span 


of 2* years. During my tenure at Denmar many things were accomplished. The 


installation of safety and security alarm systems, inner office and floor 


communication systems, ice making machines on the floors and in the kitchen 


areas, moved laboratory to the basement of the second wing. Numerous other 


installations and improvements were made. The third wing of the main 


hospital building has never been added. 

Portions of the new construction, changing a lumber company's logging 


camp and lumber mill into a hospital complex was accomplished under my 
supervision by contractors, maintenance personnel, and prison trustee labo: 
The hospital staff personnel were all highly qualified for their positions 
an, very supportive of suggestions for changes, additions or deletions 
proponed by me to make the hospital's operation run as smoothly as possibl 
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from participation in, be denied 
the benefits of. or be otherwise 
subjected to discrimination lit th. 
conduct of ita program and th. 
operation of ita fttilitie*. Undei 
this assurance, this organization 
is committed not to discriminate 
against any person on the ground 
of rice, color or ehllonall origin in , 
iu policies and practioas relating 
to applications fir lervice or any 
other policies snd prsetkea relat¬ 
ing to treatment d! beneficiaries 
and participanU including rales, 
conditions and aktenaloo of serv¬ 
ice. use of any of iu facilities, 
attendance at an<* participation in 
any meetings of beefiriarte. snd 
participants or tht eieroae of any 
righu of such becefiCiane* and 
participanU in ths conduct of the 
operations of this orgsniiation 
Any person who Delievea him- 
Mlf. or any ipocific class of 
individuals, to be sub)ected by j 
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ent residence. On the north in n»rtnnrak;~ u . 

•side of this home was a Km u b n elween * 
cottage used as a nurses 
home. Other cottages were 
converted into quarters for 
male potients with the ac¬ 
commodating sleeping 
areas added. The farm 
supervisor had a cottage. I 
used the first cottage at the 
entrance gate as my resi¬ 
dence. 

The third row of cot¬ 
tages, one was used by 
Clarence Smith, undertak¬ 
er, who had the contract for 
embalming the deceased of 
the institution. Two build¬ 
ings were used for general 
storage and two as Hut- 
tonsville trustee inmate 



7, -IV 7. H ueiween t 
oimth, House Precept™ 
and W. K. Davis. This st 
gave 50% of the profits t 
fund for needy petit 
enabling them to purcf 
necessary items not pro 
ed by the hospital, 
operated the store 
many years until 
Smith left the facility i 
continued the operatio 
til 1957. The second 
housed the main ele< 
panels and some stc 
The rest of the area (li 
part) was used by pi 


. Knbw Your Neighbors mgs were used for general ^ 8taff for religiou: 
•This is Winfield Kirk storag . e 811(1 two as Hut- 'S? 3 social fun 
Din's, of Route 1, Marlin- tonsv " le trustee inmate There were two be< 
ton He and his wife Mary ? u< £ ters - The first dairy at aac h end of.thi 
Tniss Davis, are now retir- faci hty set back in a field used hy maids. 

e<j. toward Beard on the second . The sub-bast 

Jrom 1929 to 1965 Mr. leV n!' , 

Davis was employed as an f Ulre 1 f t v across the road 
erfgineer for the State of ; ror ? , asslsta nt superin- 
w * Virginia at Denmar [® nden T ts b° me was a mule 
*nd Lakin State Hospitals barn ' 111 i* 1 , 03 ® da y s mules 


housed the central 
plant, equipped w 
low pressure boilei 
lb. pressure rating 
later date a fumi 
installed in the are 


rtno Lakin State Hospitals m inose aa y 3 mules . ter Qate a turr 

Heiold us many interesting ^ ere used for farming. One Installed in the arc 
things about his association ? Uge t f am was Purchased ahaft extending to 
Denmar and with * rora the contra ctors who noor wit h opening! 
^growth. so we asked him 7 ere ,.^ radin « the road bed n °° r utilized to 
to rrite about it, and we *° r through our floors of burnable 

print his story herewith. able reluse - The ! 

Mr Davis was born in i j configuration of the ment was equippf 
•CJetttburg, Kentucky ? nd 0 Denmw ‘ consists of ^ rmted air vent w 
- • r »n of Victoria and Kirk • e . e ,evels> The firsl level not “factory 
kvi^fle J 8 l he site of the present eliminate the 

replaced with a t 

rinnaii foil $ltc of 1 *torage build- diam *tor steel tu 
tny. railroad depot, post 
office and the fertile fields 
acruaa the railroad tracks. 

The old ice house men- 
U»o*d in (he previous aril- 
re m ai n ed in use until 

T*e first mechanical re- 

'»>Swuke » u 

through Harm Cochran 

■ ho mx» tn charge of the 
Yueer Com- 


" Hi nvruuCRy . ..— ui u — ■ v “* " 

of Victoria and Kirk • Be ,evels The firal level not satisfactory. I 
Day.* H 0 wrnt ou( on hj ja the site of the present eliminate the b 
at twelve years of age ho ®P»tol. second level was conditions to the 
* ** to r mcmnati where [ he * iie o( ^ original fireme o This gn 
* fr.ade hi. i>«n k. b°«P»tal, the third level was ^placed with a tl 


_ _ . _—~ mic uiigmai 

’ b» own living by level was 

9 (Tncuwali Post 7 ,U# ,°* 1 ,l orage build- 

^_ 9 Ifltf MIImvajI J_A 



and 


running the full 1 
the building for 
draft to get rid o/1 
created by the « 
boiler. A unit w 
installed to utuomp 
duce the spread oi 


interfered with 


Htftold tin mnny interesting 
ihoign about hi* association 
with Otnmar nrnl with 
il« growth. so we naked him 
to write nbotlt it. nnd wo 
print hia story herewith. 

Mr Dnvia wna born in 
('atloltaburg. Kentucky, 
the non of Victoria nnd Kirk 
Dnvia He went out on hia 
own at twelve years of age, 
going to Cincinnati, where 
he made his own living by 
selling the Cincinnati Post, 
morning paper, Cincinnati 
Stnr, the noon paper, and 
Cincinnati Inquirer, the 
evehing paper. 

At 14 he went to Cleve¬ 
land and learned hia trade 
by. working on the Union, 
Terminal Tower Building, 
which had 52 stories and 
observation tower, plus 3 
stories underground. This 
waa Cleveland’s sky¬ 
scraper. 

He came to Denmar in 
1929 and has been a resi¬ 
dent of Pocahontas County 
since, working some years 
at Lakin after Denmar. 

Denmar Colored 
Sanitorium 

I, Winfield K. Davis, 
started work at Denmar 
Sanitorium in 1929. under 
the administration of Dr. B. 
Cnrhlow My position was 
in .building maintenance. 
At the end of several 
Mttfw I waa transferred to 
•odi with the electrical 
rartpanv contracted to 
rhfthfe the Denmar electri¬ 
cal myHmm from direct cur- 
»*e4 to ftkcfnaUni current 
^ *•*» this waa arcump- 
I returned to Deo* 
•*+* M«seaul maintenance, 
•WeW to* Maintenance 
fcwfwevMK* >esf nwhta toff 

1 mj%A 



huge U-am wna purchased 
from the contractors who 
were grading the road bed 
for U S. 219 through our 
county. 

The configuration of the 
land of Denmar consists of 
three levels. The first level 
is the site of the present 
hospital, second level was 
the site of the original 
hospital, the third level was 
the site of a storage build¬ 
ing, railroad depot, post 
office and the fertile fields 
across the railroad tracks. 

The old ice house men¬ 
tioned in the previous arti¬ 
cle’ remained in use until 
1931. 

The first mechanical re¬ 
frigeration was installed 
through Harry Cochran, 
who was in charge of the 
Monongahela Power Com¬ 
pany. It was a walk-in type, 

35° cooler system. 

The portion left of the old 
mill building was used to 
store hay and straw for the 
dairy area and hog pen 
bedding. Later the mules 
were replaced by Farm-All 
tractors with steel wheels 
and cleats for traction. 

The State purchased a 
pedigree Holstein bull to 
service the dairy herd. A 
good blood line of cattle 
assured the maintenance of 
Class A stock and reliable 
dairy products. The dairy 
line began to enlarge ne-^ 
ceMitating the forty-foot L “* r> * c 
<*»ten»ion to the dairy 
building U consisted of 
•lira milking stalls, two 
large bull stanchions and s 
huge silo The nest addition 
to the dairy was s pasteur¬ 
ising. horooge ruling and 
butiTe washing equipment 
1 believe rt to correct to say 
this was the first pasteur¬ 
isation plant in Pocahontas 
County Along wfth 
pasteurising equipment 


snail extentlin 
floor with op« 
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conditions 
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I, Winfield K Davis, and cleats for traction. ment in 

Parted work at Drnmnr The State purchased a addition 
Sanitorium in 1929, under P®«lgree Holstein bull to 10 the \ 
the administration of Dr. B. service the dairy herd. A biding. 
Crichlow My position was K°°d blood line of cattle *aa Me 
in .building maintenance, assured the maintenance of Supervia 
At the end of sevoral Cl® 8 * A stock and reliable chided ir 
months I was transferred to dairy products. The dairy two-roon 
*«>ck with the electrical hne began to enlarge n«v me nCfoi 
cornpany contracted to cessitating the forty-foot r ' L ? ter * a 
chnhgn the Denmar electri- extension to the dairy kitchen 
cal system from direct cur- building. It consisted of A 


rent to alternating current. extra milking stalls, two 
When this was accomp- * ar K e bull stanchions and a 
lished. I returned to Den- huge silo. The next addition 


mar Hospital maintenance, 
upgraded to Maintenance 
Supervisor, responsible for 
the building repairs and 
alterations, the distribution 
of the maintenance budget, 
the hiring of maintenance 
personnel and the overall 
direction of the operations 
and maintenance of the 
entire hospital complex. 

I arrived at Denmar in 
1929. ten years after the 
institution was opened and 
• orfced through August, 
1®$7 The Superintendent 
•••Dr B A Crichlow 
A*«i*ani was Dr Hayden, 
both from Charleston The 
**•*7 of treatment then 
food and freah air 
TW lumber company's 
bouse had been 
fwfriwn*d tato a SH storr 

rs. 

fluffed Anew boused ih# 
paueot dining 
«•* write rtwena 

IW il peiMU 

ti^ eereiad «*d 
Nil Krtfi am« Add 


to the dairy was a pasteur¬ 
izing, homogenizing and 
bottle washing equipment. 
I believe it is correct to say 
this was the first pasteur¬ 
ization plant in Pocahontas 
County. Along with the 
pasteurizing equipment 
was installed a large walk- 
in cooler to maintain the 
milk after processing. Also 
in the area was installed the 
first deep freeze for storing 
meat and perishable items. 
The third major addition to 
the dairy complex, of my 
design was a large lofting 
and roughage feeding stall 
area, utilized after milk , 
inga. 

In the late 1930'a during 
the PV\ A and VVPA Admin¬ 
istration we went to battle 
for a new sanitarium build* 
mg The main people at 
Denmar to help accomplish 
Uue feat were br S Bamp- 
beld Superintendent. Mr. 

M J Roane, financial See¬ 
der? and W K Dans. 
O&ht I ngmeer along with 
i Nurdvtte and Cd Wkila 
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nr* (*i th+ r. rth m partnership between Eva 
. .s»vT># -M a Smith. House Preceptress 
^ •• • nufw » and W K. Da via. This store 


J, f tA fI* K*'<* 50% of ihc profit* to a 

as ^ n ‘ f f,,r mM ' l,v P otit,rUs 

:*g .]*#£,«* rnabI,n * lh * m * purchase 
. V • necessary items not provid- 

•< bf the hospital. We 
operated the store for 
. many years until Mrs. 

Smitii left the facility and I 
m eg c- ^ continued the operation un- 
,a, s_ Ul 1967 The second room 


- • c4 cei- rooi “ ,UM m e operation un- 
wm ^ td MW The second room 
Lk as^eua ^ main electrical 

a aac/acf far ^ *° me 9tor ®ge. 

M6«r»*aw4 of f* 9 * °* lrea (largest 
7w© ife-'.f wu used by patients 

to era.’ ^ for religious serv- 
•» •{**■ **• and social functions, 

re ;-ate ***• two bedrooms 

d*ey * end of the floor 

1 * a £»ud u**d by maids. ” 

u " •■*«* . 7 ** »ub-basement 

•tt*»sd the central power 

• ^-Jpped with taro 

boilers of 15 

>*i i nri4a ,T E "! 1 —* 1 feting At a 

*'• flitist date § furnace was 

*** WH srilh • 

*** r “ lo the third 


added, equipped with Hoff- 
n man Laundry and Dry 
i, Cleaning products, pur- 
B chased from the U.S. Sur- 
, plus store at Dunbar, 
i The personnel quarters 
were moved farther down 
in order to utilize the area 
for a one story building to 
house male personnel. This 
building was U-shaped with 
the right wing converted 
into two apartments for 
doctors and the dietitian. 
The balance of the building 
was used by personnel. A 
small mechanical room was 
under the left wing into 
which, extended from the 
main building, were heat 
ducts. Beside the male 
building, also constructed 
out of salvaged lumber, 
was erected a recreation 
building. 

Another major accom¬ 
plishment waa the building 
of a new water system, 
eliminating deep wails, to 
u*e modern filtering and 
treatment plant for the 




*J the 


water supply pumped from 
**• Urweobner River PH 
tweia were mad e^dadv^ t the 


W4 *«▲ a ^+**P***y and safety A 




t. 'J;- *t*\ 

, ’ j^y »• £•> -v ■ ■ 

was high pressui 
ment and it wou 
high pressure 
operate it. 

It may seem t 
rambles and ret 
not really ; the a 
ments listed are ■ 
cal, having been 
in the span of 
During my tern 
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Two build- 
far genernl 
re •* Hut* 

p* inm*^ 

fimi dmirj 
in • freid 
be t-otmd 

the feed 


r* tnulee 

m* CW 

IffiMWd 
vt vlw 
**d tmd 
gh Mf 


ld : mnd *t*ff for religious i»«rv- 

•' >r*»» *nd social funclionn. 

*' There erere two b#drt>om* 
# «< each end of th* flop* 

J need by mski*. 

Th«» • u b • b a s • m o n* 

1 housed the central fwwor 
f4*nl equipped with tw6 

Lm pressure boilers of 16 

prr»»urr mliMK At n 
Inter dale • furnace waa 

tn«*ued m Hi am vrilh a 
ahaA Handing la ffit IbM 

Am* « rfh openings on ouch 
Amr uuUim! to rid the 
Aror* of burnable, dispos¬ 
able rvluw The aub-basr- 
ccr.i was equipped wilh a 
graded air vent which was 
m —fiafactory. It did noi 
etmunste th* hazardous 
oaadiUaaf to the furnace 
SrecBea Thu grating was 
repeated w*h a thirty inch 
&*£H* ite el tubular unit 
nsuung the full height of 
tie tanhfmg for a good 
6r%& to get nd of the gases 
moled by the coal fired 
base* A uaa was also 


,t 41* h*»* K ■■ r ed e«h the efft- 

v .m. r ***? of the bodes* The 

I 1 e * • c me 

r*tsui***t{ «t the Aee evad 
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main building, were heat w 
duct*. Beside the male ° 
building. ■1"° constructed e 
out of nnlvnged lumber, 8 
wn* erected a recreation 1 
building. 

Another major accom- 
plinlunont wan th*? building 
of a now water system, 
eliminating deep well*, to 
uao modem filtering and 
treatment plant for the 
water supply pumped from 
the Qreenbrier River. PH 
tests were made daily at the 
main hospital building to 
assure purity and safety. A 
sii inch cast iron pipe with 
mechanical joints was laid 
from the treatment plant to 
a 160,000 gallon steel water 
storage tank that was plac¬ 
ed high enough to assure 
adequate gravity pressure 
to the hospital complex and 
high pressure fire 
hydrants. Next was con¬ 
structed West Virginia's 
first sewage lagoon to have 
the most modern sewage 
treatment system 

A vehicle garage and 
mechanical ahop were bulk 
nest to the laundry faedgy. 

ATT of the com pie i road¬ 
beds. including the circular 
driveway to the rear of the 
team budding, the Urge 
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dnfl to gel no oi toe gn*e* 
rrented by the coal fired 
hotter A unit wan aUo 
metalled to attempt to re¬ 
duce the spread of fly aah 
over the buildings and 
grounds After this unit 
waa installed we found it 
mfi>rfnred wUh lha affl- 
* *> r>cy of the boUare. The 
in the unit were 
nenv-twd ao the flue would 
raottnua »u natural draft. 

Later boiler* were equip- 
w«th stokers including 
the feeding worm extend¬ 
ing from the coal bin to the 
furnace 

The next major improve- 
meoi m buddings was the 
ftddstaon of a nurses borne 
to the west of the main 
?* . -d a r g The co-designer 
• u Mar* Trues Dans, 
Sspecvtsor of nuraee In¬ 
cluded m the buddmg was a 
teoetMD. wtlh bath, apart- 
aeaa kc ibe bend nurse., 
lades a compact equipped 
tjfehec «m added to this 
mad A targe recreation 
e«a eaa *~*o cd this end of 
tfte tasdag The nureee* 
aft«adsd the length 
d the reed of the building 
<**&**. ha§ wfth fuotts 
ftgh ftsfta At the 

Vuia Iw f ea i l Oe 
buiidug fta lews the «a»< 



taadaa v Mnthng 


structed West Virginia’s 
first sewage lagoon to have * 
the most modem sewage 
treatment system. 

A vehicle garage and 
mechanical shop were built 
next to the laundry facility. 

ATI of tho complex road- 
txula. Including tho circular 
drivnway in the rear ot the 
main building, the large 
parking areaa and parking 
arras for various other 
buildings, were constructed 
of crushed rocks from the 
Greenbrier River, utilizing 
prison trustee labor. 

In the early 1950’s the 
second 100 bed. three story 
high wing of the hospital 
building was erected, in¬ 
cluding a half basement. 
Thft basement housed a 
record storage room, build¬ 
ing mechanical shop, two 
diesel engine powered 
emergency electrical gen* 
erato rs TaiTiutoprr room Ta 
two-body refrigerated vault 
and some general shod 
time storage in open 
•paces A few months after 
the completion of this wing 
1 supervised the escalating 
under the remainder of the 
This was done 
labor ft sssch a 
that the structural 
ef the buil di ng 
weakened Hue 
of the b as eme nt 
ample feed 

Isa 
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unK A large recreation 
wan aiao at thia end of 
the building The nurses’ 
rwna extended the length 
of the reat of the building 
a* a centra] hall with rooma 
on each aide At the samo 
tune two cottages were 
built beyond the nuraea 
budding to houae the su¬ 
perintendent and the finan- 
^ eecreiary. these, with 
^ nuraee building, were 
beeted by ate am from the 
o*:n hospital building. 

The second phase of 
touidiw was constructed 
»rvra sals aged male rials of 
<**Uge*. A two story 
with rooms for 
uMining a com* 
M besh on each floor, a 
•pertment with 
=*** »a» part of the build* 
Tha budding was heat- 
»*h a coal burning cast 
**r*+cm and there was 
• Menace feed hot water 
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two-body refrigerated vaidt 

tTme" 0 .? 0 gGDeraJ 8hort 
Uma storage in open 

"pacea. A few months after 

the completion of thia wing 

I supervised the cicaveting 

•indw the remainder of the 

, w M do!!: 

with hend lebor in » U ch a 
mennor that the structural 
soundness of the build in* 
waa not weakened Tbj* 
portion of the basement 
was used for staple food 
storage and included a 
large freezer for perishable 
food storage. 

We also revamped the 
medical operating facility 
replacing the old X-ray 
machine with the latest 
X-r»y equipment. The old 
X-ray machine was dis¬ 
mantled and reworked into 
a fluoroacope The low 
pressure autoclave was re¬ 
placed with a modem high 
pressure five minute Men- 
kting unit. 

All things did not amargv 
without torn# swcbwcis 
This la a cam in poau 
It h*n tbs •ml 

designing of th* wcMd 
•uig «u in prugrwwg. I. as 
thw keawpiAaJ tvrapjpi opwf* 
tttd (BiiMfSASCA 
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«w high pressure oauip- 

monl and 1* would tako a 
high pressure boiler to 
operate it. 

It may seem this* article 
ramble* and returns, but 
not really; the accomplish¬ 
ments listed are chronologi¬ 
cal. having been completed 
in the span of 28 years. 
During my tenure at Den- 
mar many things were ac¬ 
complished The installa¬ 
tion of safety and security 
alarm systems, inner office 
and floor communication 
rnCems. ice making ma¬ 
cks*#* oo the floors and in 
the kitchen areas, labora¬ 
tory moved to the basement 
of the second wing Num¬ 
erate other installations 
eed improvements were 
a*d»The third wing of 
Oe mam hnepsUl building 
tss entr be e n added 
horiices of the new coo* 
charging • bun* 
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Craft Workahopn 
The West Virginia Depi 
of Education's fall cral 
workshops will include ir 
struction in the unique ai 
of designing and construct 
ing religious banners. 

The specialized craft, l> 
be presented Sept. 30 - Oct 
2, will be taught by Conn 
Eggers, a former artist fo 
Vogue Patterns, who trie< 
her hand at religious ban 
ners when the church sh< 
attended burned down. Us 
ing a patchwork style. Eg 
gers made a dramatic 
boldly-colored banner pro 
claiming. "O Sing Unto the 
Lord a New Song," whicV 
was hung in the rebuilt 
church. 

Other workshops during 
the Sept. 30 • Oct. 2 seas** 
will be devoted to bobbu 
lace, chair caning. Jewelry 
photography and whea 
weaving The Oct IS*l' 
leeason wtU offer work 
shoos in the buainews • 
cr«Aa. including boohkeep 
mg. meunnee. woo*** 5 * 
sod marketing Be** ^ 
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^ lb# kitchen »rpm. Inborn 
J Iatt moved to Ihe hnwmpnt 
of Ihp aerond wing Num* 
prmM other installations 
and improvement* worr 
mode The third win* of 
the mein hospital building 
Km o#wr beet) added 
fMtmM of the now con- 
atrurlton. rhonguiK n lum 
her company a logging 
comp and lumber mil) into a 
*mp*taJ coco plot WM ac¬ 
complished under my 
wpmutoo by contractor*, 
maintenance personnel, 
«d prison trustee labor. 
7W bosptUl staff personnel 
wore aJJ highly qualified for 
(bnr poaaUooa and vary 
r^pomtt of suggestions 
lor changes. additions or 
ifrtrtsfmi pr o p oo a d by me 
to Mtos the hospital • 
«9*relacxs mo as smoothly 
ai gmssh^e 

U« laeont ended in 
v^r^c its? 

WdWldK Dan* 

Cm Cart aa4 M>aua>ar< 
TW r -*ov «d Utrgr 


boldly-colored banner pro 
claiming. “O Sing Unto th« 

Lord a New Song," whicY 
waa hung in the rebuilt 
church. 

Other workshops durini 
•«pt. 30 - Oct. 2 aeaaioi ■ 
will be devoted to bobbii 
lace, chair caning, jewelry 
photography and whea 
weaving. The Oct. 15-1‘ * 

session will offer work 
ahopa in the business o 
crafts, including bookkeep 
ing. insurance, promotion 
and marketing Basic join 
ery, blacks mi thing, electrv 
kiln use. spinning. aUine< 
glass and tapestry weavwj 
will be offered Oct. 2B-30 
All workshops are con 
ducted at the Cedar Lake 
Conference Center nee 
Ripley. For information 
call 372-6263 or 34*4216 
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assistant was Dr. Hayden, 
both from Charleston. The 
theory of treatment then 
was rest, food and fresh air. 

The lumber company’s 
boarding house had been 
converted into a 2'/i story 
main hospital building. The 
ground floor housed the 
kitchen, patient dining 
room and two office rooms. 
The seriously ill patients 
occupied the second and 
half story attic floors. Add¬ 
ed to this building on the 
south side were sleeping 
quarters for patients. There 
was an excavation made 
under the building to ac¬ 
commodate a large cast 
iron sectional boiler and 
brick chimney. 

The row of five room 
cottages was converted into 
patient quarters by con¬ 
necting two with sleeping 
porches between. The cot¬ 
tages were used for loung¬ 
ing and dressing purposes. 
AU patients slept on the 
porches with large windows 
that most of the time re¬ 
mained open. The patients 
were covered with heavy 
woolen blankets for 
warmth. In this row were 
two female cottages and 
two. matron supervised cot¬ 
tage* for children. 

Up from the cottage row 
»it a small building used 
by the lumber company as a 
church Later uae was as a 
•chool The main road into 
and through the grounds to 
the railroad was lined on 
both e»d®« with company 
bousing The flret house at 
lhe md facing the railroad 
• as Assistant Superintend* 


unu rougnage leeuing bum 
area, utilized after milk¬ 


ings. 

In the late 1930’s during 
the PWA and WPA Admin¬ 
istration we went to battle 
for a new sanitarium build¬ 
ing. The main people at 
Denmar to help accomplish 
this feat were Dr. S. Bamp- 
field, Superintendent, Mr. 
R. J. Roane, Financial Sec¬ 
retary, and W. K. Davis, 
O&M Engineer, along with 
J. Burdette and Col. White 
of the State Board of Con¬ 
trol. After going through 
the legislative process, it 
was finally decided to 
match the Federal Govern¬ 
ment grant with State funds 
to construct the first unit. 
The building designed to be 
of three sections, a 300-bed 
capacity hospital. The first 
section housed 100 patients 
with the center portion of 
the fourth floor used as 
nurses quarters and ex¬ 
tended from each side of 
this center section were 
patient sundecks. The 
basement level housed the 
kitchen and personnel din¬ 
ing room, a small room with 
a distillery for processing 
sterile water and a large 
hall which was the rear 
entrance to the building. 
This entrance was the most 
used as the building faced 
the Greenbrier River and 
the access road passed to 
the rear of the building. 
There was a large room 
intended to be used as a 
laundry which was split into 
three sections One section 
• as used as a commisssary 


ir sundry items sold to the 
Tvi* ooerated 
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throe-room apartment with 

bath was part of the build¬ 
ing. This building was heat¬ 
ed with a coal burning cast 
iron furnace and there was 
a furnace fired hot water 
tank. . . 

A road was built of 
crushed rock running off 
the main road between the 
superintendent’s and fi¬ 
nance secretary’s quarters. 

A mule barn was also 
built from salvage materi¬ 
als. There was a hog lot 
built beside the mule barn 
and a small cutting and 
curing building for process¬ 
ing meat. 

Across from these build¬ 
ings was built a four-room 
with bath residence for the 
farm supervisor. Heat and 
hot water were generated 
from a basement furnace. 
Beyond these facilities was 
the cemetery on the State 
land adjacent to Beard 
land. 

The laundry for years 
was contracted out to laun¬ 
dries in Ronceverte and 
Elkins. The next building 
phase, done with prison 
labor, was a fully equipped 
laundry especially for laun¬ 
dering the hospital items. 
The installed equipment 
included the latest Ameri¬ 
can Laundry Machine prod- 
gcti. consisting of two tuba, 
a medium sued extractor, a 
two person flat work ironer 
and four steam operated 
i all powered by a 
power upnghl high 
steam boiler This 



muiaicu tutu tewuiiteu into 
a fluoroscope. The low 
pressure autoclave was re¬ 
placed with a modem high 
pressure five minute steri¬ 
lizing unit. 

All things did not emerge 
without some setbacks. 

This is a case in point. 
When the planning and 
designing of the second 
wing was in progress, I, as 
the hospital complex oper¬ 
ations and maintenance 
supervisor, requested a 
high pressure boiler be 
installed for this wing. The 
boiler was not installed 
before or during the erec¬ 
tion of the wing. Walls had 
to be opened and a space 
dug out of the driveway in 
order to install this third 
boiler in the sub-basemenf 
of the main wing. It was 
noticed a low pressure boil¬ 
er had been delivered. The 
contractor was questioned. 
His reply was ‘ ‘That is what 
is called for on the archi¬ 
tect’s design.” The con¬ 
tractor installed the boiler, 
resealed the walls and re- 
finished the driveway. 
After a long delay hassling 
with the State building and 
contract engineers, once 
more the walls were open¬ 
ed, the driveway torn up, 
the low pressure boiler 
removed, the high pressure 
boiler installed, the walls 
and driveway returned to 
the original state The end 
result was the State had to 
pay out §n additional 
126 000 because some one 
did not heed the request of 
the operations and mainte¬ 
nance auperviaoi The new 
equipment in the new wing 


and Ihe use of the rales and 
charges stated therein deferred 
until 12:01 a.m., January 1. 1984, 
unless otherwise ordered by the 
Commission. By this same order, 
the matters involved herein were 
set for hearing to be held in 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on 
Monday, September 26, 1983. 

The Commission is now of the 
opinion that the hearing on this 
matter should be advanced. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, OR 
DERED that the hearing on thii 
matter originally scheduled fo 
September 26, 1983, be, and th 
same hereby is, cancelled. • 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERE! 
that the matters involved herei 
be set for hearing before Hearin 
Examiner Arnold O. Weiford to 1 
held in the Circuit Court Root 
Pocahontas County Court Hous 
Marlinton, West Virginia, on F; 
day, September 16, 1983, at 11: 
a.m., ED ST., at which time m 
place the respondent shall appe 
and offer evidence in support 
its aforesaid increased rates a 
charges and anyone interest 
may appear and make such obj 
tion thereto as may be deerr 


Pr rT ei lS FURTHER ORDER 

that the respondent. Telepht 
Utilities of West Virginia, 
corporation, give notice of 
filing of the aforesaid tariff anc 
the time and place of the 
vanced hearing thereon, by p 
ing a copy of this order 
conspicuous places where bills 
telephone service are paid ti 
ponod of .t fort •r« 2> < 
prior to September 16. 1966. 
public inspection, and by pub 
mg a copv of this order ttastes 
the August 31. 1983 order' on 

week for two (2' successive*" 
between the date hereof 
September 16. a n 

paper, duly qualified by 
Secretary of Slate published 
of general circulation in Poe* 
tas Count*. making due rt 
thereof lo ihe Commission c 
before the day of hearing 
FOR THE COMMJSSW 
HOWARD M CUNN 1 NG 1 
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and ths uw of the rntos and 
rhargr* atated therein deferred 
until 12.01 a m.. January 7. 1984, 
union* otherwise ordered by the 
Commission By this same order, 
the matter* involved herein were 
•et for hearing to be held in 
Mar Union, West Virginia, on 
Monday. September 26. 1983. 

The Commission is now of the 
opinion that the hearing on this 
matter should be advanced. 

IT IS, THEREFORE, OR¬ 
DERED that the hearing on thia 
matter originally scheduled for 
September 26. 1983, be. and the 
same hereby is. cancelled. • 

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED 
that the matters involved herein 
be set for hearing before Hearing 
Examiner Arnold 0. Weiford to be 
held in the Circuit Court Room, 
Pocahontas County Court House, 
Marlin ton. West Virginia, on Fri¬ 
day September 16. 1983, at 11:00 
a.m.. ED ST., at which time and 
place the respondent shall appear 
and offer evidence in support of 
its aforesaid increased rates and 
charges and anyone interested 
may appear and make such objec¬ 
tion thereto as may be deemed 

Tis FURTHER ORDERED 
that the respondent. Telephone 
Uulitios of West Virginia, a 
corporation, give notice of the 
of the aforesaid tariff and of 
the lima and place of the ad¬ 
vanced hearing thereon, by post- 
gig a copy of this order in 
raeapww/us places where bills for 
u*phoae service are paid for a 
period <rf at least seven IT) days 
pr^ U> September 16. 1983. for 
inspection and by publish- 
• cr py of this order I instead of 
Uw A.fwtf 31. 19*3 order! once a 
»•*«* Wr two 'll successive weeka. 
tateeen the date hereof and 
%i]|ir - y-- 14 1943 te a new* 
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and participants including rates, 
conditions and extension of serv¬ 
ice, use of any of ita facilities, 
attendance at and participation in 
any meetings of beneficiaries and 
participants or the exercise of any 
rights of such beneficiaries and 
participants in the conduct of the 
operations of thia organization. 

Any person who believes him¬ 
self, or any specific class of 
individuals, to be subjected by 
this organization to discrimination 
prohibited by Title VI of the Act 
and the Rules and Regulations 
issued thereunder may. by him¬ 
self or a representative, file with 
the Secretary of Agriculture. 
Washington, D. C. 20250, or the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion, Was hing ton, D. C. 20250, or 
this organization, or all, a written 
complaint. Such complaint must be 
filed not later than 180 ‘days after 
the alleged discrimination, or by 
such later date to which the 
Secretary of Agriculture or the 
Rural Electrification Administra¬ 
tion extends the time for filing. 
Identity of complainants will be 
kept confidential except to the 
extent necessary to cany out the 
purposes of the Rules and Regula¬ 
tions. 

9-15-1 

Notice of Filing of Estate Accounts 
I have before me the accounts of 
the Fiduciary of the Estate of 
Martha J. Lovelace 
Any person having a claim against 
the estate of such deceased per¬ 
son, or who has any beneficial 
interest therein, may appear be¬ 
fore me or the county commission 
at any tune within thirty days after 
first publication of this notice, and 
rwqueet reference of said estate to 
a fiduciary commiaaioner. or ob¬ 
ject to confirmation of said ac¬ 
counting In the absence of such 
repeat or ob j ec t ion, the account¬ 
ing may be approved by the 
county i on mi* two 

Given under my hand, this 
the Tlh da* J September 1983 
Hildreth T Meetfcws 
Clast al tbs County Commiseam 
of fwaioatai County 
HH \4sM Veguue 
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